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Executive Summary
• Follow-on test and evaluation is ongoing for the 

Multi-Functional Information Distribution System 
(MIDS)-on-Ship and EA-6B host platform integration.

• It remains unclear until all the EA-6B data is analyzed 
whether the �ntegrat�on w�ll be rated as operat�onally su�table.  
Th�s �s due to a number of operat�onal m�ss�on fa�lures and the 
comparatively small number of flight hours obtained from the 
single EA-6B aircraft that was available for test.  The Navy, 
however, has already deployed the system.

• The Navy is developing MIDS-Joint Tactical Radio System 
(JTRS) as part of the JTRS product line.

System
• MIDS is a family of digital voice, data link, video 

commun�cat�ons, and nav�gat�on term�nals w�th modular 
funct�onal�ty for �ntegrat�on �nto both theater and tact�cal host 
platforms.
- MIDS-Low Volume Terminal (LVT) 1 is primarily for 

aircraft and shipboard integration (MIDS-on-Ship).
- MIDS-LVT 2 is primarily for integration into ground-based 

host platforms (Army A�r Defense un�ts).
- MIDS–JTRS is for integration into host platforms 

requiring use of the JTRS family of legacy and future 
communications, navigation, and identification waveforms.

• Acquisition plans include 1,880 terminals for the MIDS-LVT 
1 and MIDS-LVT 2 to retrofit on 13 separate host platform 
types.

Mission
• Joint Force Air Component Commanders employ MIDS-LVT 

to provide Link 16 (a tactical data link) digital voice and video 
communications, data link, identification, and Tactical Air 
Navigation (for fighter aircraft) capabilities.

• MIDS-JTRS will provide theater and tactical digital 
voice, data link, video communications, navigation, and 
identification functionality for all host platforms.

• MIDS prov�des host platform �nteroperab�l�ty w�th legacy 
Link 16-equipped host platforms.

Activity
• The F/A-18 program conducted follow-on test and evaluation 

from July 2005 to March 2006 to ver�fy correct�on of 
deficiencies identified in the IOT&E report.  Testing was 
conducted in accordance with the DOT&E-approved test plan.

• The EA-6B program conducted operational testing of the 
integration of MIDS-LVT 1 (in conjunction with the EA-6B 
Improved Capability III (ICAP III) Block 2 testing) from 
March - June 2006 to support a fielding decision.  Testing 
was conducted in accordance with the DOT&E-approved Test 
and Evaluation Master Plan and operational test plan.  The 
final report is in preparation; however, the Navy has already 
deployed the system.

• Operational testing of MIDS-LVT 1 integration onboard 
sh�p was to beg�n �n FY06, but was delayed unt�l FY07.  
Specific integration issues identified in developmental testing 
�nclude a un�que cab�net des�gn, ma�nta�nab�l�ty features, and 
coupling with the host ship’s Link 16 1,000-watt high power 

transmitter amplifier.  This is the last major integration effort 
for MIDS-LVT.

• Development of the MIDS-JTRS test strategy for terminal 
level and lead host platform �ntegrat�on test�ng has been 
completed.  

• The DoD reorganized the entire JTRS portfolio.  MIDS-JTRS 
is now part of DoD’s JTRS Enterprise consisting of multiple 
product l�nes, each of wh�ch w�ll need al�gned test strateg�es.

Assessment
• Although the final report is not yet released, the F/A-18 

prel�m�nary test results �nd�cate that prev�ous effect�veness and 
su�tab�l�ty �ssues have been addressed.

• The EA-6B test results will be used to support the decision 
to field MIDS-LVT 1 to the EA-6B operational fleet.  Quick 
look test results indicate most test objectives were satisfied; 
however, some essent�al electromagnet�c �nterference 
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compat�b�l�ty test�ng was deferred due to test asset schedul�ng 
conflicts.  Testing in a jamming environment was also deferred 
and st�ll needs to be conducted.  

• Data analys�s �s ongo�ng and �t rema�ns unclear unt�l all 
the data �s analyzed whether the �ntegrat�on w�ll be rated as 
operat�onally su�table.  Th�s �s due to a number of operat�onal 
m�ss�on fa�lures and the comparat�vely small number of 
flight hours obtained from the single EA-6B aircraft that was 
ava�lable for test.

recommendations
• Status of Previous Recommendations.  The Navy is following 

all of DOT&E’s prev�ous recommendat�ons and should 
cont�nue to adhere to them �n the future.

• FY06 Recommendations.
1. The Navy should complete EA-6B integration testing to 

demonstrate the operation of Link 16 during electronic 
jamm�ng operat�ons to meet operat�onal su�tab�l�ty threshold 
requ�rements.

2. The JTRS Enterprise should develop an Enterprise Test 
Strategy that includes MIDS-JTRS to capitalize on JTRS 
product l�ne lessons learned.




